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After this followed the conditions he would give
us, which were as follow: viz. That all the soldiery,
as well English as foreigners, should have liberty to
go beyond the seas, or to their own dwellings, as
they pleased; and to such as shall choose to live at
home, protection for their liberty, and from all vio-
lence, and plundering of soldiers, and to give them
bag and baggage, and all their goods, except horses
and arms.
That for officers in commissions, and gentlemen
of quality, he would allow them horses for them-
selves and one servant, or more, suitable to their
quality, and such arms as are suitable to gentlemen
of such quality travelling in times of peace; and
such officers as would go beyond sea, should take
with them their full arms and number of horses as
are allowed in the army to such officers.
That all the troopers shall receive, on the delivery
of their horses, twenty shillings a man to carry them
home; and the general's pass and recommendation
to any gentleman who desires to go to the parlia-
ment to settle the composition for their estates.
Lastly, a very honourable mention of the general,
and offer of their mediation to the parliament, to
treat him as a man of honour, and one who has been,
tender of the country, and behaved himself with all
the moderation and candour that could be expected
from an enemy.
Upon the unexpected receipt of this message, a
council of war was called, and the letter read; no
man offered to speak a word; the general moved it,
but every one was loath to begin.
At last, an old colonel starts up, and asked the
general, what he thought might occasion the writing
this letter? The general told him, he could not
tell; but he could tell he was sure of one thing,
that he knew what was not the occasion of it, via.

